Cortex – Mind Of Darkness

“There’s someone in my mind that I don’t understand…” what an opening line! This track is taken from the Swedish band Cortex debut album “Spinal Injuries”, released 1981. Criminally out of print since many years ago. Unfortunately I don’t own a copy, but I really hope they release a double CD or something with all the Cortex recordings because they totally deserve it! A single called “Sleepwalking/Jesus i betong” can be downloaded here:

http://www.kbdrecords.com/2006/08/02/cortex-sleepwalker/  The b-side is the better track, but if you don’t understand the lyrics it might not be as good to you as it is to someone who is familiar with Swedish. The Cortex singer Freddie Wadling is a very interesting musician, involved in a lot of different groups and projects all the time, and he is often compared to Captain Beefheart, but I also notice some Roky Erickson and Tom Waits in him. Don’t get me wrong, he is a man of his own, not some copycat! This is Freddie singing Pink Floyd’s “The Gnome”, quite fantastic: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TwnAVlnYf58 
Pugh – Love, Love, Love

This is where the very hyped Swedish band Dungen got the fuel for their material. Recorded in 1969, from the album “Ja, dä ä dä!” (“Yes, it is”). The lyrics are totally nonsense, but it was the first time this type of music was sung in Swedish. I saw Pugh reunited with the musicians from this album in the summer of 2006, they still sounded great and played almost the entire album.
The Nomads – Dig Up The Hatchet

From their 1994 album “Powerstrip”, this is one of the legendary Swedish garage rockers finest moments. Actually written for them by Chips Kiesbye (what a great name) from Swedish band Sator (what a not so great name). I see this track as the definitive Motörhead tribute song! This is as much rock’n’roll as anything gets, so fasten your seatbelts!

Silverbullit – I Love You

Last track in my Swedish quartet, this track is taken from their album “Citizen Bird”, in my book maybe the best album released in this millennium. This track is the one they end their shows with, and it sounds so evil! One time I saw Silverbullit on a very special performance, an improvisation with Damo Suzuki from Can, it was such a nice gig. One of the best I have seen, totally improvised, they didn’t even rehearse with Damo. Some hip-hop artist in the U.S. is called Silverbullit so this band is called “Citizen Bird” in the U.S. They have a website, www.silverbullit.se where you can listen to samples from their albums, but it’s very seldom updated.
Hasil Adkins – No More Hot Dogs

Henry played a Hasil track before, I think it was “She Said”, but this one is much better. What a madman!

Phil Campos – Street Fight

Taken from a collection called “Sin Alley, Volume 4 - Filthy, Sleazey 50's Trash!” and recorded somewhere between 1955-1962. I just don’t know anything about this guy, more than this amazing track! Once on Harmony In My Head, Henry played us an instrumental by Link Wray named “Street Fight”. I remember our guy telling us that you could understand the song even though it didn’t have any lyrics. Well, that was true, he must have meant something like this!

Nancy Dupree – James Brown

Nancy Dupree did an album called “Ghetto Reality” with a bunch of youngsters from Rochester, New York in 1969. This is guaranteed to make you smile and feel happy for the rest of the day, I can’t figure out any track to better pay tribute to The Godfather Of Funk. 

The Outsiders – Daddy Died On Saturday
Taken from their 1968 masterpiece “C.Q.”, this is probably the best track ever coming from Holland (except maybe “Daddy Is My Pusher” by The Tits). I can’t believe it didn’t appear on the “Nuggets II” box set. The lyrics are amazing, a story about a “poor young man, who looked like a bum” who fell in love with a girl with a rich father who hates him. The young man tried to convince the dad that he is a good guy, but the dad refused to accept him, so “he decided to solve the problem in his own way”, which means poisoning and killing the dad. Look out for the amazing harmonica solo at 2.21. 
Lard – 70’s Rock Must Die

This was released on an EP in 2000. Such a funny song! In a better world, this would be the biggest hit ever! I can totally see a lot of stupid rockers grooving to this track without listening to the lyrics. By the way, isn’t it strange that Henry hasn’t played any Dead Kennedys or Lard on Harmony In My Head?
